
Local Councils in England
Annual return for the financial vear ended
31 March 2014
Local councils in England with an annual turnover of f6.5 million or less must complete an
annual feturn in accordance with proper practices summarising their activities at the end of
each flnancial year. In this annual return the term 'local council' includes a Parish Meeting, a
Parish Council and a Town Council.

The annual return on pages 2 to 5 is made up of four sections:

-Sections 1and 2 arecompleted by the person nominated by the local council.

- Section 3 is completed by the external auditor appointed by the Audit Commission.

Sect on 4 is completed by the local councils internal audit provider.

Each council must agprove this annual return no later than 30 June 20'14.

Completing your annual return

Guidance notes, including a completion checklist, are provided on page 6 and at relevant points in
the annual return.

Complete all sections highlighted in green. Do not leave any grcen box blank. lncomplete or incorrect
returns |equire additional external audit work and may incur additional costs.

Send the annual return, together with your bank reconciliation as at 31 l\.4arch 2014, an explanation
of any significant yearon yearvariances in the accounting statements and any additional information
requested, to your external auditor by the due date.

Yourextemal auditor will identify and ask for any additional documents needed for audit. Therefore,
unless requested, do not send anyoriginal financial records to the external auditor.

Audited and certified annual returnswill be returned to the local council for publication or public
display of sections 1, 2 and 3. You must publish or display the audited annual return by 30
September20l4.

\ 
lt should not be necessary for you to contact the external auditor or the Audit Commission directly for
ouloance.

More guidance on completing this annual retum is available in the Practitioners' Guide for local councils
that can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.dcc.co.uk
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Section 1-Accounting statements 2013114 for
Enlef name of
:_:-,_: :-:.. .-_-. po<Le\ o.r Tl-1rl_r €s pAetgH 6uNct L 

council/Meeting
repomng Dooy nere:

Readers should note that throughout this annual return references to a 'loc€l council' or 'council' also
relate to a parish meeting.

1 Balances
broushtforward /-E90E?

Tolal balances and rcserues at the beginnjng oflhe yearas
rccorded in the financial rccods. Value must agrceto Box 7 of

Toial amountof precept received or |eceivable in the year

Total income or rece pts as recorded in the c€shbook less the
precept received ( ne 2). Inc ude any grants recelved here.

Tolal expenditure or paymentsmadelo and on behalf ofall
empoyees. lnclude salaries and wages, PAYE and Nl (empoyees
and empoyels), pension contributions and empoyment expenses.

Toial expenditu le of payments of capila and inlerest rnade during
the yeafon the council's borrowings (f any).

Totalexpenditure or paymentsas recoded in the cashbook less
staffcosts (line 4)and loan intercs capilal repayments (line 5).

Tora bala-ces ad resefres a l ' re  e1d ot the year
It4ust equa (1+2+3) (4+5+6)

Thesurn ofalcuffentand deposit bank accounts, cash holdings
and shortterm investmenls held as al31 l\,4arch to ag|eewith

Theo ginalAssetand nvestment Regisief value ofal fxed
assets, plus olherlong letm asselsowned by the council as at 31

Theoutstanding capital balance as at 31 [,larch of allloans from
third pafties (including PWLB).

Thecouncll acts as sole trustee for and s responsible for
managing trusl funds or assels,The flgures in lhe accounling
statements above do not include any lrust lEnsactons.

(+)Toralother

( )Staficosts

83ooo s6?go

rro"s *eg

459?5 4826€

t 2268, L

9  
"4sU

| 29 928

f 2gt toso

5 (-)Loan

6 (-)Al other

8 Total cash and

I Totallixed assels
plus olher long

10 Tolal borrcwings

l 6obr  9

t716gb

t47229

,2++b55

11 Disclosure

(includ ns
charitable)

be.

Signed by

DlA

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 20'14
the accounting statements in this annual return
present fairly the financial position of the council
and its income and expenditure, or properly
present receipts and payments, as the case may

I confirm that these accounting statements were
apprcved by the council on this date:

t 2 /06 /  / *

and recorded as minute reference:
P13/  67

Signed by Chair of the meeting approving these
accounting statements.

R/.7*t.

Date

Responsible Financial Officer

O oq ,n
c\)>-

,riX 1e",,1Date
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Section 2 -Annual governance statement 2013114
We acknowledge as the members of:

PUZL€.I oru 'rH A^tC.s PA?.sH CO,N<-t L- Council/Meeting

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including the
preparation of the accounting statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the accounting statements for the yearended 31 March 2014, that:

We approvedthe accounting stalernenls prepared n
accodancewith the requifements oithe Accounls and
ALrdil Regulations and proper practices.

We mainlained an adequale syslem of internal contrcl,
including measures designed to prevenland delect fraud
and corauption and reviewed its effecliveness.

We took allreasonable sleps to assu€ ourselves lhal there
areno matters ofactualor potenlial non-compliance with
laws, regulalions and proper practices thal could havea
significant financia ellect on the ability of the council to
conduct ls business or on ils frnances.

We prcvided proper oppodunity dunng lhe yearforthe
exercise of eectors'righls in accordancewith the
requircmenls ofthe Accounts and Audit Regulalons.

Wecarried out an essessment oflhe sks facing the
council and took appropriate steps lo managethose nsks,
ncluding lhe inlrcduction of iilernal contrcls and/or
enemal insu€nce cover where required.

We maintained throughout the yearan adequale and
effective syst€m of inlernalaudit ofthe muncil accounting
recods and conlrol systems.

Welook appropriate action on al matters raised in rcpolrs
from nlernal and extefnal aud l.

We considered whether any litigation, ab ties or
commilments, eventsor lransact ons, occurring either
du ng or afterthe yeaFend, havea iinanclal impacl on the
counciland, where apprc'priate haveincluded them in lhe
accounling stalements.

prcparcd its accounting stalomentsin the
way prescribed by law

made proper arangemenls and accepted
rcsponsibility for saleguading lhe public
moneyand resources in its charge-

hasonly done whal il hasthe legalpo!rcr
lo do and hascomplied with prcper
practic€s in doing so.

du ng lhe yearhas g vei a Ipersons
intercsted lhe opporlLrnity lo inspect and
askquestions about lh€ councl's accounts.

consde|ed the linancia and other risks it
iacesand has deall wilh lhem properly.

ananged for a competenl peEon,
independent of the financial conlrols and
procedures,lo give an obleclive view on
whether nternalcontrcls me€t lhe needs of

responded to matters broughl to ts
attention by inlernal and exlgrnal audit.

disclosed everything it should haveabout
ils business aclivlly during the year
including eventstaking place afterthe yeaF

/

\/

/

Nf{

by:

by:

en fet
dated  tA  lob l2 .o t+

'Notei Please prcvide €xplanations to the extemal auditor on a separate sheet ior each 'No' Fsponse.
Describe ho$/ lh€ council will address the weaknesses ldentifiod.

' *;:i1l;is",i'"'ff;i:""1':i:i;'J.'"':ffffiifl'Ti!il:588tr5:*1":J,i!ffiH':?:t"Jiu::
lo the ac{runlability for lhe fund{s)/assets, ncluding financial
reporling and, if €quired, independent examinalion or audit.

This annual governance statement is approved
by the council and recorded as mrnule reierence

Signed

unarr

dated

Signed

L;IEIK

dated

RYV^-4 ,
t ? /  4 / 8 t 4 "

A. e +":l,l
,,[lpil=
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Section 3 - External auditor certi f icate and opinion 2013114
Certificate
We cert i fy that we have completed the audit  of  the annLral  return for the year ended 31 March 2014 of

?-' tZt-<,4 orr -t_HeyH e s Ptrilets{ CaANC-! L Colncil/1,'leeling

Respective responsibil i t ies of the council and the auditor
The council  is responsible for ensuring that ts f inancial managemeni is adequate and effect ve and
that i t  has a sound system of iniernal control. The council  prepares an annual return in accordance
wth proper pracl ces wh ch:

. summadses lhe accountrng records for the yearended 31 March 2014; and

. confrms and provides assurance on those matters that are important to our audit respofs bi l i t ies.
OLrr responsibi i ty is to conduct an audit in accordance with gu dance ssued by the ALtdit Comrn ssion
and on the basis of our review of the annual return and support ing information, to report whether any
matters that come to our attention give cause for concern that relevant leg slallon and regulatory
requ rements have not been met.

External auditor's reoort
On the basis of our review, in our opinion lhe information in the annual return is in accordance wtrn orooer
practices and no matters have come to our attentjon giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and
regulalory requirements have not been met.

Oiher matters nol affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention ot the council:

The councilmust ensure that arrof its assets are fecordecr in an asset register- refef to the practitioners"
Guide. 0/Ve understand that new software has been purchased and this ti be in place during 2014/15)

Exlernel auditols signature:

External auditor's name:

e-a.A U.?

Mazars LLP, Poole, BH17 0NF Date: Z( rluo.us.; zrr

Note: The auditor signing this page has been appointed by the Audit Commlssion and is reporting to
you that they have carried out and compleied all the work that is lequired of them by law. Forfurther
information please refer to the Audit Commission's publication entitled Slatement of Responsibilities of
Auditors and of Audiled Small Bodies.
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